A SCHOOLBOY S  CASE
have been most proper; but the ugly fact remains that he was at
Windsor to watch and wait for that moment when Death should
bestow upon him a kingdom.
A few days ago Mrs Richard Walpole gave a supper to the two
Princes, Mrs Fitzherbert, Colonel Fullarton, Jack Payne—who is
such a favourite lie is to be a Lord of the Admiralty, and leans on
the Prince as he walks, not the Prince on him—Miss Vanneck, and
a few others. The Duchess of Gordon the only Pittite. The
Prince says—" What a fine fellow my brother York is! He never
forsakes me. The other day, when we went to look for the King's
money, jewels, &c., at Kew, as we opened the drawers my mother
looked very uneasy and grew aagry. Says York to her, ' Madam,
I believe you are as much deranged as the King*/' Then says
Jack Payne—after a great many invectives against Mr Pitt—calling
him William the Fourth, William the Conqueror, &c.—ec Mr Pitt's
chastity will protect the Queen/' which was received by all present
as a very good thing.
The Duchess of Gordon, however, told the company that
she would leave the room unless they ceased to abuse the
Queen.
That was gossip, but it is hard to believe that it was not without
some foundation. Lord Grenville averred that the Prince had the
callousness to take his friends to see his royal father raving in his
dementia.
Think of the Prince of Wales introducing Lord Lothian into the
King's room when it was darkened, in order that he might hear his
ravings at the time that they were at the worst!
People who could easily have forgiven the Prince his natural
vices were disgusted by his complete absence of sympathy and
unfilial behaviour.
How was the situation to be dealt with? That was Pitt's
problem. It was quite obvious that the regular doctors in attend-
ance at the Palace were baffled by the disease. It was to them
insanity, and called for the rough and brutal treatment which
medical science then prescribed for the treatment of lunatics.
It is distressing to learn that a straight-waistcoat was introduced
and that force was often used to compel the royal patient to obey
his doctors' orders. That the King suffered from a very serious
form of mental derangement is undeniable; but it was not such
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